VALERI E
Witten by

Toby 11 ogu

(C) Toby Ilogu 2018 Toby |1 ogu
2500 Main Street
Lawrenceville, New Jersey
(732) 354-7741



LI GATS QUT
I NT. - WOODHULL - HALLWAY

HOUSEMASTER wal ks roomto room opening doors and demandi ng
lights go out and the kids in the dormgo to bed.

HOUSEMASTER
Li ghts out, boys! You know the
drill.
(wal ks to anot her roon
Time for bed.
(wal ks to another room opens
door and flicks light swtch)
Li ghts out.
(wal ks to another room opens
door to dark room
Good ni ght, Ted.

TED Iifts arm signaling goodni ght. The Housemaster closes
the door but turns his head slowy. He detects nusic being
pl ayed on the floor above. He dashes upstairs and opens the
bat hr oom door, poking his head in.

Heyyyyy! Get out of the shower!

It’s lights out!!

I NT. - WOCDHULL - BATHROOM

BENJAM N is in the shower, staring blankly up at the
shower head. He closes his eyes, sighs, and then turns off
the faucet. He exits the shower and stops at the door to the
bat hroom | ooking at the Housemaster and not saying
anyt hi ng. The Housemaster is perplexed. Benjam n exits.
Housenast er si ghs.
(calling after)
Goodni ght. Benj am n.

HAMLET - BENJAM N S ROOM
I NT. - WOCODHULL - SI NGLE BEDROOM

Benj am n cones back to his room gets dressed, flicks on his
| anp and reaches into his desk for his copy of Hanl et.
Witten on the inside cover, it says, "This book belongs to
Benjam n B. Bartholomew' He brings it to his desk, opens his
| apt op, and begins to read

BENJAM N (V. O
"To be, or not to be? That is the
guestion-- Wether 'tis nobler in
the mnd to suffer The slings and
arrows of outrageous fortune, O to

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

BENJAM N (V. O (cont’d)
take arnms agai nst a sea of
troubl es, And, by opposing, end
t henf"

(Benjamin wites in the
mar gi ns, "depression?")

Benj am n shakes his head, rubs his face, and closes his

| aptop. Carrying his copy of Hanl et, he pokes his head out
of the door, listening to see if the housenmaster is stil
out si de.

| NT. - WOODHULL - HALLWAY

The coast is clear.

I NT. - WOODHULL - SI NGLE BEDROOM

Benj am n takes out his phone and nmekes a call. The other end
pi cks up i mredi ately.
JONATHAN
Yea?
BENJAM N
Good. You're awake. Listen, |-
JONATHAN
Now s not a good tine...
BENJAM N
| need help
JONATHAN
Li sten, Ben, | got an early norning
start tonmorrow. |I’'lIl call you |ate-

Suddenly, Benjam n goes back into the hallway and pushes
hinmsel f into the JONATHAN s room

JONATHAN S ROOM

I NT. - WOODHULL - OTHER SI NGLE

Jonat han’ s wat chi ng aninme, but he pauses it and ends the
call.

JONATHAN
(1 ooks side to side
i mpatiently)
is i

VWhat t?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

BENJAM N
| need your help.

JONATHAN
| was in the m ddle of sonething,
asshole. Can this wait til
t onor r ow?

BENJAM N
This is inportant Jonat han...

JONATHAN
| can read over your paper in the
nor ni ng, but as a general note,
your procrastination shouldn’t be
my problem

BENJAM N
" m not tal ki ng about ny essay.
Besi des, | got an extension.

JONATHAN
How the hell’d you do that?

CUTAVAY - [ NT. - WOODHULL - BENJAM N S ROOM

Benjamn typing an enmail to his english teacher: "Dear Ms.
Gertrude, can | hand in ny essay on Wednesday? | think I'm
depressed. Signed, Benjam n Barthol onew'

I NT. - WOCODHULL - OTHER SI NGLE

JONATHAN
Huh. Alright, Ben. Wat’'s this all
about ?
BENJAM N
(dramati c)
She.
JONATHAN
No. .
BENJAM N
What do you nean "no"
JONATHAN
[t’'s not about "she". It’'s about
"her". Grammar... Accusative case-
BENJAM N
Ckay!.. It’s about a girl

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

JONATHAN
VWhat's her nane

BENJAM N
Val eri e

CUTAVAY - EXT. - FOREST

Val erie standing in the lush green with hair bl ow ng
maj estically in the breeze

I NT. - WOODHULL - OTHER SI NGLE

JONATHAN
What happened?

BENJAM N
She becane very... distant all of a
sudden and | really haven't heard
from her since

JONATHAN
Si nce when?

BENJAM N
Since we hooked up

JONATHAN
You got with this girl?

Benj am n nods
JONATHAN
No ki dding... Wat’s her nane
agai n?
CUTAVAY - EXT. - FOREST
Valerie with her hair blowing in the w nd

I NT. - WOODHULL - OTHER SI NGLE

BENJAM N
Val eri e.

JONATHAN
VWhat about her | ast nane?

BENJAM N
Lebl anc

EXT. - FOREST

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

Valerie with her hair blowing in the wind. Zoomin on hair

then out to m d shot

I NT. - WOODHULL - OTHER SI NGLE

JONATHAN
Ah, Ben..
BENJAM N
VWhat ? What is it?
JONATHAN
| heard she’s tal king to soneone
el se
BENJAM N
Real | y?
JONATHAN
A seni or.
BENJAM N
Al ready?
JONATHAN
Vell, it’s too early to say if
she’s in the wong... | need
context. When was it that you guys
fucked?
BENJAM N
Jesus, Jonat han. .
JONATHAN
What ?
BENJAM N
You can’t just say that.
JONATHAN
Why not ?
BENJAM N
E-e-even if | did, | wouldn’t just

say it like that.

JONATHAN
So you did fuck?

BENJAM N
What’s the matter with you?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

JONATHAN
VWhat's the matter with nme? Wiat’'s
the matter with you

BENJAM N
It’s up to her! It’s not ny
deci sion to nake!

JONATHAN
Jesus Christ. You got with this
girl all but once-

BENJAM N
|’ msorry | care about her!
JONATHAN
Ch, do you now?
BENJAM N
Yes! | do
JONATHAN
Benj am n. . .
BENJAM N
What is it?
JONATHAN
Quite frankly. ..
BENJAM N
Uh huh?
JONATHAN
You sound like a little bitch
BENJAM N
(asi de)
Thanks
JONATHAN

Look, when it conmes to these

t hi ngs, you gotta assess the
situation. For instance, you care
about her-

BENJAM N
| do and-

JONATHAN
Ckay. That’s fine. But before you
go laying all your cards out on the
tabl e, you gotta ask yoursel f: Does
she feel the sane way about ne?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

Benjamn is silent.

JONATHAN
Now, it’s 12:30 am There’s not
much you can do right now And
there is certainly not nmuch that |
can do for you right now. So here’s
nmy advice: sleep on it. See what
you conme up with in the norning.
You' re probably just a bit worked

up.

BENJAM N
Maybe.

JONATHAN
Al right... Goodni ght

Jonat han resunes his ani ne.

BENJAM N
Who is he, by the way?

Jonat han pauses ani ne again. _
Valerie's senior friend. What’s his
nane?

JONATHAN
H s nanme’s Tl MOTHY

EXT. - FOREST

Val erie standing in the lush green with hair bl ow ng
maj estically in the breeze.

TI MOTHY cones into franme and puts his arm around her
shoul der.

FLASHBACK - PARTY
| NT. - DORM BASEMENT

Party scene. Benjamn is sonewhat of a wallflower. Valerie
hol ds cup and stares at him Smles. Benjanm n | ooks away,
gl ancing at the rest of the party. Benjam n | ooks straight
ahead again, glancing to where Valerie was before, except
she’s not there. As he's about to take a sip fromhis cup,
Val eri e cones beside him touches his armgently and

whi spers sonmething into his ear. Benjamn is w de eyed.
Valerie wal ks to a closet door, puts her finger to her lip
(shhh) and wal ks i nsi de.



Benjamn waits for a bit, |ooking around pani cked. He sips
fromhis cup, wincing slightly. He rocks back and forth on
his heel s and toes before heading off screen to the door.

FLASHBACK - PARTY - CLOSET
| NT. - DORM BASEMENT
Valerie is sitting criss cross apple sauce on the floor,

eye’s closed. Benjam n wal ks in, apprehensive. Valerie opens
her eyes.

VALERI E
Benj am n

BENJAM N
Hey.. Valerie

VALERI E
Benjam n, you're cute

BENJAM N
Thanks. | think you' re pretty cute
t 0o-

VALERI E
So cute, Benjam - Benjy. That's
what 1’1l call you. Does anyone
call you Benjy?

BENJAM N
| guess ny granddad used to call ne
Benjy... sonetines

VALERI E
| have sonething | wanna tell you

BENJAM N
What is it?

VALERI E

(whi speri ng)

For the New Year... |’ m going

vegan.

Valerie leans in for the kiss



TAKE ARMS - A MONTAGE

Miusi c - BUDDY LEE ROBINSON , Le Sirop d Amour ( The C overs
- Love Potion Nunmber 9 )

I NT. - WOODHULL - S| NGLE BEDROOM

Benjam n enters his dark room sits at his desk and flicks
on a desk lanp. He pulls out a piece of paper and a pen and
wites, "Call her?". Benjam n ponders this |ooking, wth
wonder, to his left

INT. - G RLS DORM - S| NGLE BEDROOM

We show Val erie’s phone ringing with an unsaved nunber on
the screen. Valerie, who was in the shower, returns to see 6
m ssed calls fromthis random call er. Benjam n checks his
wat ch, shakes his head and crosses "Call her?" off of his
list

I NT. - WOCODHULL - SI NGLE BEDROOM

Benjam n | ooks fromhis right to his left. Ben crunpl es that
paper. He | ooks around, disappointed, until he gets an idea
on what to do next. He begins witing on a new sheet. It
says, "Dear Valerie..." He holds the pen high above his head
and ducks out of frane. He sprouts back up with a stuffed
envel ope. Ben licks the envel ope and is about to seal it
until he looks to his |eft

EXT. - G RLS DORM - PORCH

Val erie wal ks outside with her friend beside her and she
sees an envel ope taped to a nearby brick wall. She opens the
envel ope, reads the note, and | ooks around before picking up
her phone and dialing a 3 digit nunber. Benjam n, who d been
wat chi ng the scene fromafar, holds his phone in
anticipation. He waits for a second and then checks the
scene again. Valerie is standing as police officers approach
her. She hands themthe letter and the cops read it

together. Wen they finish, they shake their head, tilt
their hat to Valerie and are about to | eave until they spot
Ben behi nd the bushes and chase him Benjam n books it from
hi s hi deout.

I NT. - WOODHULL - SI NGLE BEDROOM

Benjam n | ooks fromhis left to his right. He sighs, |ooking
di scouraged. He then gasps and dials a nunber

BENJAM N
Raheem .. sorry to bother you so
|ate. Listen, can you do ne favor?



10.

*Clickx fromthe |anp.

PORCH
EXT. - BOYS DORM - PORCH
Raheem st ands at door threshold wi th boonbox in one hand.

BENJAM N
Thanks, a ton.
(Takes boomnbox)

RAHEEM
No problem .. Just don’t kill the
battery.
(shakes Ben’ s hand)

BENJAM N
Where’' re you headed? Aren’t you
going to the dance?

RAHEEM
Not ny type of party. Peace.

Raheem wal ks away. Jonat han enters.

JONATHAN
Why’ d Raheem gi ve you hi s boonbox?
BENJAM N
Don’t worry about it
JONATHAN
(surprised)
Hn Alright...
DANCE
INT. - IRWN - LOUNGE

Benj am n and Jonat han are dancing. Lights are shining on
their faces. Benjanmin spots Valerie and her new guy,

Ti ot hy, | eaving the dance. He ditches Jonat han, who watches
di sappoi nted as his best friend grabs his boonbox and chases
t he coupl e outsi de.



11.

BLEACHERS
Music - "Through the Fire" by Chaka Khan
EXT. - LAVI NO TRACK - BLEACHERS

Val erie and Tinothy are cuddl ed up | aughing on the
bl eachers. As they’'re about to kiss, Valerie stops him

VALERI E
Do you hear that?

TI MOTHY

(leaning in for a kiss)

Not a thing..

VALERI E
Wait, Tinothy. It sounds like
nmusi c.

TI MOTHY

It’s probably just coming fromthe
dance. All that matters is that
we're here, (leaning in again)
together, all alone...

VALERI E
Chhh ny Goddd.

Val eri e spots Benjam n standi ng down at the base of the
bl eachers with a boonbox over his head.

Timothy reads Valerie' s line of vision and spots Benjam n
hi nsel f.

TI MOTHY
Who is that?
VALERI E
G ve ne a second. | gotta handl e

somet hi ng.
Val eri e approaches.

EXT. - LAVINO TRACK - FIELD
Benj ami n, what the fuck is wong
W th you?

BENJAM N
(pauses mnusic, but |eaves
boonbox on)
You never called..

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

12.

VALERI E
Nobody cal | s anynore.

BENJAM N
You never sent ne a text, either.
No DM no snapchat...

VALERI E
W were at a party
BENJAM N
Valerie, | really liked you
VALERI E
(asi de)

Ch ny God; you sound like a girl...

BENJAM N
And if you knew that you didn't
actually want to be with ne then

why ...

VALERI E
| was drunk!

BENJAM N
You were?-

VALERI E
Dr unk.

BENJAM N

(taken aback)

Real | y?

VALERI E
Yeah. | nust have had a bit too

much to drink that night.
BENJAM N
(anxi ous)
Ch ny God... did I..

VALERI E
What ?

BENJAM N
| didn't...

VALERI E
Ben, what ?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

13.

or

Benj am n,
had fun..

you
But

pi zza. ..

BENJAM N
| had no cl ue..
VALERI E
That what ?
BENJAM N
You were
VALERI E
That | was drunk?
BENJAM N
Yeah.
VALERI E
Vell | was.
BENJAM N
| didn’t nmean to..
VALERI E
Mean to..
BENJAM N
vi ol ate you..
VALERI E
Violate me?
BENJAM N
Because | had no idea..
VALERI E
Jesus Christ... No,
didn't... Look, we
would I do it again-
BENJAM N
Let’s find out
VALERI E
That’s not what |-
BENJAM N
Let ne take you out for
VALERI E
Ben. ..
BENJAM N
we' | |

know each ot her.

just talk. Ya know? Get to

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

14.

TI MOTHY
(shouti ng)
Hey! What’ s goi ng on down there?

VALERI E
(shouti ng back)
Al nost done! Benjam n..

BENJAM N
You don’t eat pepperoni, do you?
VALERI E
Ben, you have to-
BENJAM N
Ah shit...
VALERI E
What now?
TI MOTHY
(shouti ng)
Who is that?
BENJAM N
Veget arians can’t eat pepperoni
VALERI E
You need to stop..
TI MOTHY
(shouti ng)
| s that Benjam n?
BENJAM N
| don't really mnd. W can just
get plain.
VALERI E
BENJAM N
BENJAM N
Val erie..
VALERI E

Leave nme al one. Pl ease

Val eri e begins to wal k away.

BENJAM N
So no pizza?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

VALERI E
| " m vegan.

Benj am n wat ches. Then, he wal ks a bit, stops, and hits play
agai n on the boonbox.

| NT. - WOODHULL - BATHROOM

The boonbox is still playing the sane song from before.
Benj am n wal ks back to his house sad. He goes to take a
shower with the boonbox still playing in the corner
PORCH PART 2

EXT. - BOYS DORM - PORCH

Benj am n hands Raheem hi s boonbox. It’s dead. The nusic
st ops.

RAHEEM
It’ s dead.

BENJAM N
Yeah, sorry, | was using it all of
last night. I'll pay for your new

pack of batteries.
Raheem doesn’ t respond.

BENJAM N
| didn’t nmean to kill the battery
it just kinda died on ne. This
shoul d be enough to replace them

Qobvi ously upset, Raheem wal ks away, ignoring Benjamn’s
out stretched wad of cash

THERAPI ST SESSI ON
| NT. - | NFI RVARY - EXAM ROOM
Ther api st reads Ms. Certrude s response

MRS. GERTRUDE (V. O
"Benjam n, your email was
particularly concerning. |’ve
notified your parents and schedul ed
a nmeeting between you and the
gui dance counsel or. Your essay can
wait until you are nentally stable
Signed, Ms. GCertrude"

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 16.

TWO SHOT OF BENJAM N AND DOCTOR

DOCTOR
She’s worried, Benjamn. W are
worried. So, what’'s on your m nd?
(pregnant pause)

BENJAM N
| think I’ m depressed.

I NT. - | NFI RVARY - HALLWAY

Cut to Benjamin in hallway with I o

l ol I'i pop. Attached is a note
that says "u r not alone :)" He si

1
ghs.
STORE

I NT. - JIGGER - CHECKOUT COUNTER

Sucking on a lollipop, Benjamn slides a pack of batteries
and a can of Red Bull across the counter

CASH ER
Your total cones to-

Benj ami n produces a wad of bills and coins fromhis pocket.

The cashier slides it across the counter. Ben wal ks out the
door.

VWRI TE THE PAPER - ANOTHER MONTAGE

Music - "This is My Life" by Shirley Bassey

EXT. - CRESCENT WALKWAY

Carrying his plastic bag, Benjamn wal ks down a side wal k
(right to left) with his backpack on his shoul ders. He sees
Val erie and Timarguing through a wi ndow. He stops briefly
to watch, but continues on his way.

I NT. - LIBRARY - STUDY PCD

Benjamn sits in a library pod witing his essay and
drinking Red Bull. Wen he | ooks up, he sees Valerie

| aughi ng and tal king to another guy (Ted from before)

I NT. - LIBRARY - OPPCSI TE STUDY POD

Val eri e | ooks at Benjam n grinding out his paper, but

Benj am n doesn’t notice. He clicks "Submt", packs his
things, and |l eaves the library

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 17.

EXT. - BOYS DORM - PORCH

Raheem pi cks up the batteries, smles to hinself, |ooks
around to see who dropped them at his porch.

Raheem spot s Benjam n wal ki ng away.
EXT. - BOYS DORM - FRONT FI ELD
Benjamn smles to hinself as well.
I NT. - WOODHULL - OTHER SI NGLE

Musi c cuts. Benjam n opens the door to Jonathan’s room
There’s a period of silence

JONATHAN
You good?
BENJAM N
(pause)
Yeah... |’ m good

Jonat han hits resune on his anine. Benjamn joins himon the
couch

Music resunes with credits. 6 seconds of credits interrupted
by a phone notification

Benjam n | ooks at his phone to see a text from Valeri e:
"Pizza?"

Benjam n stares at it blankly before | aunching his phone
across the room

JONATHAN
VWho was that?

BENJAM N
Nobody.

FI'N



